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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 9-10 and 15-16, and amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for distributing solid particles into a 
tube, comprising: 

a center member; and 

a plurality of damper members connected to the center member^ and arrang e d 
on the contGr m e mbor to provide substant i a ll y circumf e rontia l covorago a l ong a 
l ongitudina l l ength of the tubo, wh e r e in ind i vidual ones of tho p l ural i ty of damper 
m e mb e rs are ax i ally spaced from on e anoth e r a l ong th e c e nt e r m e mb e r and each one 
of the damper members forming a loop that extends in a radial direction away from the 
center member toward an inside diameter of the tube on substantially on l y ono 180 
rad i us of tho conf e r mombor such that tho damp e r m e mbor i tself l acks substantial 
coverag e of a cross sect i on of th e tub e. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing solid particles into a tube, 
comprising: 

positioning a loading tool in an interior of the tube, the loading tool having a 
center member and a plurality of damper members connected to the center member^. 
and, arranged on tho confer mombor to prov i d e substant i a ll y c i rcumforont i al cov e rag e 
along a l ongitud i na l length of tho tubo, whoro i n i nd i v i dua l onos of th e p l ural i ty of dampor 
m e mbers ar e ax i ally spac e d from on e anoth e r along th e c e nt e r m e mb e r and each one 
of the damper members forming a loop that extends in a radial direction away from the 
center member toward an inside diameter of the tube on substantia l ly on l y ono 180 
radius of tho center mombor such that tho dampor mombor i tse l f l acks substant i a l 
coverag e of a cross s e ct i on of th e tub e; 

filling the tube with the solid particles, wherein the solid particles contact at least 
some of the plurality of damper members; and 

removing the loading tool from the tube as the solid particles fill the tube. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2. further comprising A m e thod 
for d i stributing so li d part i c le s into a tube, compr i s i ng: 

pos i tion i ng a l oading too l In an int e rior of th e tub e , th e l oading too l hav i ng a 
c e nt e r m e mb e r and a plural i ty of damp e r m e mb e rs conn e ct e d to th e c e nt e r memb e r 
and arranged on th e center m e mb e r to provide substant i ally circumf e r e nt i al cov e rag e 
a l ong a l ongitud i nal le ngth of th e tub e , wh e r ei n ind i vidua l on e s of th e plural i ty of damp e r 
m e mb e rs ar e axia ll y spaced from on e anoth e r a l ong th e c e nt e r m e mb e r and e ach on e 
ext e nds in a rad i al d i r e ction away from th e c e nt e r m e mb e r toward an i nsid e d i am e t e r of 
th e tub e on substantial l y only on e 180 rad i us of th e cent e r m e mb e r such that th e 
damp e r m e mber i ts e lf l acks substant i al cov e rag e of a cross s e ction of th e tube; 

f ill ing the tub e w i th th e sol i d part i cl e s, wh e r ei n th e so li d part i c le s contact th e 
p l ura li ty of damp e r m e mb e rs; 

removing th e loading too l from th e tubo as tho sol i d part i clos f i ll tho tubo; and 

utilizing a sensor to communicate the position of a second portion of the center 
member to a first portion of the center member. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method for distributing solid particles into a tube 
of claim 3, wherein the second portion of the center member is located at a lowest 
extremity of the center member. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method for distributing solid particles into a tube 
of claim 3, wherein the first portion of the center member is located at an upper portion 
of the center member. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method for distributing solid particles into a tube 
of claim 2 3, further comprising breaking the center member into sections as the loading 
tool is removed from the tube. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method for distributing solid particles into a tube 
of claim 2 3, further comprising breaking the center member into sections at an eyelet 
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and mating shackle within the center member as the loading tool is removed from the 
tube. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the center member 
comprises a wir e at least one of a wire, a chain, and a rod . 

9. -10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
damper members are made of plastic. 

12. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the 
plurality of damper members includes a locking portion that attaches a longitudinal 
member around the center member. 

13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the longitudinal 
member passes back through a section of the locking portion to form [[a]] the loop. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the center member 
comprises a wir e at least one of a wire, a chain, and a rod . 

15. -16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the plurality of 
damper members are made of plastic. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein each of the plurality 
of damper members includes a locking portion that attaches a longitudinal member 
around the center member. 



1119541 1 



Page 4 



PATENT 

Atty. Dkt. No. CATT/0010 
1361.023368 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18, wherein the longitudinal 
member passes back through a section of the locking portion to form [[a]] the loop. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein removing the loading 
tool includes pulling the loading tool upwards between catalyst filing sequences without 
removing the loading tool during the catalyst filing sequences. 

Please add the following new claims: 

21 . (New) A method for distributing solid particles into a tube, comprising: 
positioning a loading tool in an interior of the tube, the loading tool having a 

center member and a plurality of damper members connected to the center member 
and arranged on the center member to provide substantially circumferential coverage 
along a longitudinal length of the tube, wherein individual ones of the plurality of damper 
members are axially spaced from one another along the center member and each one 
extends in a radial direction away from the center member toward an inside diameter of 
the tube on substantially only one 180 radius of the center member such that the 
damper member itself lacks substantial coverage of a cross section of the tube; 

filling the tube with the solid particles, wherein the solid particles contact the 
plurality of damper members; 

removing the loading tool from the tube as the solid particles fill the tube; 

breaking the center member into sections as the loading tool is removed from the 
tube; and 

utilizing a sensor to communicate the position of a second portion of the center 
member to a first portion of the center member. 

22. (New) A method for distributing solid particles into a tube, comprising: 
positioning a loading tool in an interior of the tube, the loading tool having a 

center member and a plurality of damper members connected to the center member 

and arranged on the center member to provide substantially circumferential coverage 
along a longitudinal length of the tube, wherein individual ones of the plurality of damper 
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members are axially spaced from one another along the center member and each one 
extends in a radial direction away from the center member toward an inside diameter of 
the tube on substantially only one 180 radius of the center member such that the 
damper member itself lacks substantial coverage of a cross section of the tube; 

filling the tube with the solid particles, wherein the solid particles contact the 
plurality of damper members; 

removing the loading tool from the tube as the solid particles fill the tube; 

breaking the center member into sections at an eyelet and mating shackle within 
the center member as the loading tool is removed from the tube; and 

utilizing a sensor to communicate the position of a second portion of the center 
member to a first portion of the center member. 

23. (New) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least one damper member is 
rotationally distinct from adjacent damper members on both sides thereof. 

24. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein a size of the loop is adjustable to 
accommodate the distribution of different sized solid particles. 

25. (New) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the loop includes a substantially 
horizontal orientation relative to the longitudinal axis of the center member. 

26. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of damper members are 
arranged on the center member to provide substantially circumferential coverage along 
a longitudinal length of the tube. 

27. (New) The apparatus of claim 26, wherein individual ones of the plurality of 
damper members are axially spaced from one another along the center member. 

28. (New) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the loop extends in a radial 
direction on substantially only one 180 degree radius of the center member such that 
the damper member itself lacks substantial coverage of a cross section of the tube. 
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29. (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the loop includes a substantially 
horizontal orientation relative to the longitudinal axis of the center member. 

30. (New) The method of claim 2, wherein the plurality of damper members are 
arranged on the center member to provide substantially circumferential coverage along 
a longitudinal length of the tube 

31. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein individual ones of the plurality of 
damper members are axially spaced from one another along the center member. 

32. (New) The method of claim 31 , wherein the loop extends in a radial direction 
on substantially only one 180 degree radius of the center member such that the damper 
member itself lacks substantial coverage of a cross section of the tube. 
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